
 

 

 

                         Summer Newsletter  
 

Principal’s Message 
 
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year!  We are so happy to welcome our new and 
existing students back to London Central.  While we are entering a year with many 
uncertainties ahead, we are certain that we can’t wait to connect with our students 
again this fall.   
 
I would like to welcome our incoming Vice-Principal, Mr. M. McLean.  Mr. McLean is 
joining us from AB Lucas Secondary School and we are so happy to welcome him to 
Central!  
 
As we prepare for the return to school in the fall, we all have many questions about 
what school will be like during the pandemic.  School boards have been directed to 
plan for one of three options:   a full return to school, blended in-school and online 
learning, and full online learning at home.  As a school community we will need to be 
prepared to pivot among these three models based on direction from the Ministry of 
Education and public health authorities at any time throughout the upcoming 
year.   We are anticipating direction about the return to school soon.   
 
Please know that we are committed to working with you to support all of our students 
during this time.  If you ever have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to your child’s teachers or our administrative team.  You can reach me at 
t.vacante@tvdsb.ca if you ever have any questions or concerns.   
 
Please read through the contents of this newsletter for important information about 
each of our departments and for important dates throughout the school year.  
Information about School Council and nomination forms are included at the end of 
this newsletter. – Ms. Vacante, Principal 
 

Office Updates  
 
Parents are asked to please confirm all student information and authorizations in the 
parent portal prior to the beginning of the school year.  At the beginning of August a 
communication will be sent from the TVDSB asking parents to update and/or 
authorize required documentation.   
 
If you have not registered for School Cash Online, please click here to register for an 
account. Parents are encouraged to sign up for this easy and convenient method to 
pay for field trips and enhanced learning opportunities that arise throughout the year.    
 
Any new families are asked to use the attendance reporting system.  To register for a 
School Messenger account, click here.  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED 
Change of address?  
Change your phone 

number?   Please keep 
us informed. 

 
 

TO REPORT ABSENCE 
Please use 

SchoolMessenger Safe 
Arrival  to report student 

absences via the 
website, phone or the 
app located.  Find out 

more here. 
 
 

PARKING 
Please be reminded that 

there is no student 
parking at London 
Central Secondary 

School. 
 
 

BUSING 
Busing information is 

available at:  
www.mybigyellowbus.ca 

 
 

PARENT PORTAL 
Register for the parent 

portal for access to daily 

attendance and 

academic updates. 

 

The Ghost Post  
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Student Timetables, Locks, and Fees 
 
We are often asked about student timetables during the summer months.  Student timetables will be available 
August 31, 2020 through the parent portal.  Students are scheduled based on their course selections in February.  If 
courses are full, or if a student has a conflict in their schedule where two of their selections are offered at the same 
time, students will be scheduled into their alternate choices.  We always do our best to meet student course 
requests.  Once students are scheduled into classes it is not always possible to make changes. Please see the news 
from the guidance department contained in this newsletter for more information about course change requests.   
 
Please note that we will be following all health regulations with respect to student lockers.  While we do not yet know 
if students will be using lockers this year, your child can still purchase a lock for future years if they wish.  Purchased 
locks will be provided to students in their homerooms in September.  Uniforms for physical education classes may 
also be purchased through School Cash Online.  Purchased HPE uniforms will be provided to students in their HPE 
classes.  More information about student fees will be provided in a future newsletter.   These items will be available 
for purchase through School Cash Online mid-August.  
 

Central Spirit Wear! 
 

The Spirit Wear E-Store is ready.  Sales will occur online between August 24, 2020 - September 13, 2020 at midnight.  
The link is:  http://positiveidentity.com/central/ 
 

 

London Central Social Justice Committee Reaches Out to Community 
 
The members of the London Central Social Justice Committee have been connecting and 
working together on an exciting project amid the school closures. The Healthcare Hero 
Magnet initiative was created to express gratitude to the London community's frontline 
workers during these challenging and unprecedented times. Committee members have been 
creating handmade tile magnets with a “thank you” message as a gift to these wonderful 
healthcare heroes. Since June, over one thousand magnets have been distributed to the 
community of London including the LHSC and Middlesex-London Paramedic Service. A very 
special thank you goes out to our staff advisor, Mr. Webb, as well as our fabulous committee 
members who have dedicated their time and efforts to make this initiative possible. The 
LCSS Social Justice Committee is looking forward to another exciting year ahead! 
- Jennifer, Leah, Tegan  

 
Our 2020 School Show 

 
Every other year Central puts on a big school show, and for 2020 it was Shakespeare’s 
darkest tragedy, Macbeth, which we turned into “Macbeth: Jukebox Antihero (A Rock 
Tragedy).” Building off of our success with 2018’s Brickenden Award-winning A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, where we added contemporary pop songs to enhance the story, we chose 
classic and contemporary rock songs to portray this tale of the perils of unchecked ambition, 
and the need to distinguish between appearance and reality.  
 
Auditions took place in October, and for the next six months the cast of 22 spent hours 
rehearsing their challenging lines, polishing their songs, and practising their choreography. 
Our art department put together a haunting and dramatic set that reflected the vaguely 
post-apocalyptic setting we chose for the production, and the cast loved their edgy 
costumes.  

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpositiveidentity.com%2Fcentral%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ct.vacante%40tvdsb.ca%7C018840dd013847778a0808d8152cf807%7C2024c5d6bed5470598acf83e64a78e99%7C0%7C0%7C637282630169319782&sdata=NzwUIDuhro0G%2Bma0C5PqftZxHofAFZerNfRpBIoqEkQ%3D&reserved=0


 

                
 
The production ran for four nights, March 4-7, to very appreciative audiences. Many in the cast and crew said their 
participation in the show was the highlight of their high school career. An excellent quality video of the production is 
available on YouTube, so check it out and see what Central’s multitalented Ghosts are capable of accomplishing with 
enthusiasm, dedication, and teamwork!  -Mr. Pizzuti, Director 

Business, Computer and Technological Studies Department 
 

In addition to a range of business, computer and technology courses, throughout grades 9 to 12, the business 
department continues to provide a number of unique extra-curricular opportunities to enhance student academics. 

Central’s DECA team had another successful year at regional, provincial and 
international business competitions. DECA provides an unparalleled opportunity 
for students to develop their business acumen while networking with other 
business students. Students participate in real-life business case studies 
presenting their findings to judges who are industry professionals. For the 7th 
year in a row, Central students qualified to attend DECA’s prestigious 
international competition, the largest secondary school business competition in 
the world. Four students qualified to compete and two were going to attend the 
Leadership Development Academy. The 2020 - 2021 DECA team executive have 
already begun work for next year’s team. Interested students should check the 
DECA bulletin board by room 102. 

Grade 12 Finance students participated in the Ontario Business Educators’ Association Savings and Investment 
Challenge. Congratulations to Sandra H. for her 3rd place win in this provincial competition. 

Grade 11 and 12 accounting students participated in the Ontario Business Educators’ Association accounting contest 
online in May. Central’s top winners were Sandra H. (grade 12) and Jessica C. (grade 11). 

The ECOO programming contest went virtual this spring, with Central's Peter Z. placing 10th out of the 438 teams in 
the province. The University of Waterloo CCC was also a great success with 45 students participating this year. Nine 
students writing the Senior contest and nine students writing the Junior contest received a Certificate of Distinction 
for top scores. Once again, Peter Z. (grade10) scored 100% on the CCC, Senior division. He proceeded to the Canadian 
Computing Olympiad, virtually, for one week and will be invited to participate in the International Olympiad this 
summer. Well done, Peter! This fall we are looking forward to the continuation of the Computer Programming Club to 
hone our coding skills. 

Two Central business students participated in Ivey Business School's annual High School Case Competition. This is an 
“invitation only” event with Central being one of a few public schools invited to attend. Congratulations to Jasmine Y. 
who was on the first-place team and won a monogrammed Ivey hoodie! 



 

We had 65 students from Central complete the JA Company Program this year. Students were honoured at the virtual 
Celebration of Excellence on May 13. Of particular note, several students were members of this year's Outstanding 
Company of the Year - “Grow” - and Sandra H. received the Steve Glickman Creative Connector Award - a $1000 
scholarship. 

Ms. Ward, Ms. Cheshire, Ms. Humphries, Mr. Blackwell, Mr. Hanan, and Mr. Ryder are looking forward to another 
exciting and successful year in business, computer and technological studies! – Ms. Ward, Department Head  

Central Science Department 
 
The Science Department at Central looks forward to welcoming you back this year. In science you will have the 
opportunity to develop inquiry skills and apply higher order thinking to real world problems. Together we will 
investigate the marvels of biology, the logic of physics, the integrative nature of chemistry and the importance of how 
we influence the planet and beyond. We are living through interesting times right now and in science we have an 
opportunity to investigate it all with an analytical lens.  

 
If you are returning to Central, you will notice significant changes to the science 
department as we have said goodbye to Mr. Zuber and Mr. Pigeon, who have retired, 
Ms. Coward who has left to head a department of her own, and Mr. Webb who will 
be sharing his talents in a new position at the board office. As a consequence we are 
welcoming a large contingent of new faculty members who are excited to work with 
the Central Community. These new department members promise new perspectives 
and ideas which can only enrich an already excellent department. 
 

Amongst the many challenging courses offered in the science department we continue to offer the enriched grade 10 
program with its focus on investigation and inquiry. This will allow students to expand their understanding of the 
world around them with a greater emphasis on student designed and conducted experimental investigations. The 
pace and intensity of this course will continue to foster a deeper, more robust understanding and ability to make 
connections amongst scientific concepts. 
 
Although we have finished the 2019-2020 school year without the normal pomp and closure and enter the coming 
year with some uncertainty, I assure you that the science department will continue to support you with an 
extraordinary program. Regardless of the challenges in the coming year we know that our students will continue to 
show the city of London and beyond the inventiveness and excellence that characterizes the Central Golden Ghosts.  
– Ms. Underwood, Department Head  

 
Library Learning Commons  

 
Welcome to the Library Learning Commons (LLC)! The LLC has something for everyone. We offer lounge seating, quiet 
study areas and carrels, technology and yes we have lots of books! You will visit the LLC with your classes throughout 
the year but we encourage students to use the space during their spare time. This includes before school, lunch, and 
after school. The LLC opens at 7:50 AM and closes at 2:45 PM. Your teachers may also send you to the LLC during 
class to print, sign-out a book, or ask a question. The LLC is closed for one period per day. This year the LLC will be 
closed period 2.  For our senior students the LLC may be used if you have a spare. We would ask that students refrain 
from eating in the LLC and try to maintain a quiet work environment.  We look forward to welcoming you to the LLC 
in September. – Mr. Greason, Department Head 
 

*Updated information about the Library Learning Commons health protocols  
will be provided to students upon the return to school in the fall.*

 



 

Music at London Central 
 

Mr. Haq, Mrs. McNall and Mr. Wieczor would like to welcome you back to music at Central. At the time of writing 
this, there is much uncertainty as to what our school year is going to look like. The music department is preparing for 
the best and are committed to adapting to the worst. With the safety of students and staff as our number one 
priority we are planning to move forward with our annual events and we will be creative in order make the year as 
“normal” as we can. 

Since we were unable to return in the Spring to elect our Music Council Executive, this will be the first order of 
business for September. Interested senior students who wish to run for Co-Presidents, Vice-President, and Secretary 
should begin to think about their campaigns. More information will be provided in early September. If a student is 
interested in becoming a part of the Music Council at large, which represents approximately 400 people, elections for 
class representatives will follow. 

Although we’re not sure what ensembles will look like at this point, all students enrolled in music are strongly 
encouraged to be involved in an ensemble and should be signed up in the repertoire class, which should start up by 
the second week of school. We would typically run 3 concert series through the year (Pops Concerts in October, 
Festive Concerts in December and Final Spring Notes Concerts in May). It doesn’t seem likely at this point that we will 
be able to gather to perform live concerts, so as we receive direction from the School Board and the local Health Unit 
we will do what we can to share our music with parents and the rest of the Central community. 

Field trips are another very important part of our music department that we will need to monitor. We typically 
schedule a music retreat for our senior students in the Fall, a grade 10 trip to Huntsville in the Winter and a senior 
trip to New York in the Spring. In the spirit of preparing for the best we will do whatever we can to share these 
experiences with our students if advancements are made and we can do so safely. 

For our Central Music Parents, we have an outstanding parents group called the Golden Ghosts Music Parents’ 
Association (GGMPA), led by our president Kerri MacDonell. They welcome all parents to be a part of this excellent 
organization which supports our music students in many ways. Stay tuned for opportunities to get involved! 

Although we have an uncertain and challenging year ahead of us, we will do everything we can to give our music 
students the very best experiences that we can and we look forward to welcoming you back in September. -R.J. 
Wieczor, Department Head 

English at Central 
 
English is an important part of your learning and Central is a great place for English. We offer many opportunities for 
you to develop your skills, while making new friends. Come out for some extra-curricular activities like Writers’ Guild 
for creative writing; the Book Club for readers; Film Club; Photography Club; (Video) Gaming Club; Model UN; and the 
Reach for the Top team. We also participate in the prestigious Poetry in Voice competition where last year one of our 
students, Matthew Z., placed second overall for English poetry at the national competition in Winnipeg. An awesome 
achievement, Matthew!     
 
So enjoy your time at Central, and consider taking some of the enriched and options courses while you’re here: 
Enriched English Grades 10 and 11; Advanced Placement English in Grade 12; Media (Grade 11); Studies in Literature 
(Grade 12), and Writer’s Craft (Grade 12). – Ms. Atkinson, Department Head  
 

 
 



 

Geography Department 
 

Central SS’s Geography Department welcomes all grade 9 students with tremendous excitement this year. 
We are offering Grade 9 Applied and Academic courses, Grade 11 Travel and Tourism, and Grade 12 World 
Issues. Within each course students will experience a variety of instructional practices that are innovative 
and challenging. Students will become more skilled in the area of critical thinking, creativity, collaboration 
and communication.  
 
Due to our proximity to downtown, London Central students also have the opportunity to engage in 
experiential learning, and to explore and investigate the downtown area to support curriculum 
expectations.  
 
Field trips are an integral part of learning and Central students have enjoyed 
socializing with classmates while meeting learning goals. Last fall, the 
Geography and Science departments were able to take a co-curricular trip to 
analyse impacts of urban growth in London, analyse various land use in 
different London communities including Ontario’s first sustainable 
community, and describe the various interactions between human and 
physical features.  
 
This past year, students in the Geography Club were passionate and lively about sharing knowledge and 
content pertaining to new geographic ideas and topics. One club member in particular, grade ten student 
Matthew W., should be recognized for his excellence in geographic knowledge as he won the provincial title 
for the Canadian Geographic Challenge, hosted by the Royal Canadian Geographic Society. He was one of 20 
students from across Canada and represented London Central SS at the finals that were held “virtually” this 
year in May.  
 
Matthew would like to thank the Geography Department for their support, particularly Ms. Dencev, who is 
the supervisor of the club. She always provided her time and the materials necessary for the Geography 
Club to enjoy learning each week, and brought her genuine enthusiasm for the subject.                                    
– Ms. Nielsen, Department Head  
 

 

 

 

Matthew W. 
Grade 10 Central Secondary Student 

Canadian Geographic Challenge Finalist 
Geography Club Member 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Welcome to Central PHYS ED! Home of the Golden Ghosts! 
 

Get ready to have fun while developing a healthy active, lifelong lifestyle! 

This year in grade 9 Healthy Active Living, we will be placing an emphasis on fun and 
regular active participation. Physical Education at Central is a great way to meet friends 
and re-energize from a busy day while enjoying friendly competition in an encouraging 
all girls or all boys class. Physical Education students are required to wear a P.E. 
uniform. The uniform consists of a purple t-shirt, black bottoms (shorts or athletic 
pants), socks and running shoes. Central t-shirts can be purchased through School Cash 
online at a cost of $10. Physical activities such as interactive, cooperative games, fitness 

activities, volleyball, basketball, badminton, tennis and tchoukball will get everyone involved. We will also 
be bringing indoor rock climbing back to the gym for a 2 week unit. Health areas investigated will include 
topics related to healthy sexuality, substance use and abuse, healthy eating, participation in goal setting, 
effective communication and leadership skill development. So get ready for a fantastic year! –Ms. 
Mastrandrea, Department Head  

Visual Art Department 
 
Students and staff began the year by playing an integral role in our school community art project that 
marked Orange Shirt Day. They created postcards that they themselves and other participants were able to 
‘send’ to the past, addressing the injustice of the Residential School System. 

We were able to take two field trips in the first semester. Our trip to the ROM for Grade 10 featured the 
special exhibition “It’s Alive” – Classic Horror and Sci-Fi from the Kirk Hammett Collection. This fitted 
perfectly with our studio focus in the drawing unit. Students also had time to enjoy the rest of the gallery, 
especially the Medieval Galleries, Ancient Egypt and Design. 

Our second trip was to the AGO for Grades 11 and 12, where we saw the special exhibition “Early Rubens”, 
which was one of the most impressive gallery field trips I have experienced in 30 years of teaching. The 
works were astonishing. 

Shortly after exams a small but dedicated group of students began work on the 
design and painting of the set for the school show – Macbeth: A Rock Tragedy. 
The whole endeavor was an exercise in determination and creative thinking as 
Macbeth cast its spell upon us and we encountered multiple setbacks and 
disappointments. In the end, the students produced a striking and effective 
‘steam punk’ stage. 

Each year we have a number of students who go on to pursue further 
education in the Visual Arts. The opportunities at post-secondary become 
more varied and interesting each year. This year we have our first graduate to 
win a place at OCAD on the Environment Design Course. We wish her and all 
our graduates happiness and success in their chosen field. – Ms. Fong, 
Department Head  

 



 

 
Department of Mathematics 

 

The Math Department looks forward to working with students this upcoming school year. We are also 
excited for another year of math contests. Despite an interrupted 2019/2020 year, our students continue to 
achieve success in Pascal, Cayley, Fermat, Fryer, Galois, Hypatia and the Canadian Intermediate/Senior 
Mathematics contests. Many students achieved scores of distinction. Peter Z. was invited to compete in the 
Canadian Mathematics Olympiad, which is an international competition. Peter finished second in this 
prestigious contest. We know we can expect amazing things from our returning students and our new grade 
9s. The Math department would also like to extend a warm welcome to all of our arriving grade 9 students. 
 
We offer many supports to our students, including the Math Help room, available Monday through 
Thursday at lunch in room 104. All are welcome! Our math teachers are always eager to help answer your 
questions and offer tips for learning mathematics effectively. Peer tutoring is also available through student 
success. Once again, welcome to a brand new year at Central! Go Ghosts! – Ms. Dymock, Acting 
Department Head  

 

Advanced Placement Classes and Exams  
Ms R. Dymock 

 
The AP program is always looking for new ways to provide resources and enrichment opportunities for 
students to earn college credit and advanced placement. Here is what you need to know: 
 

 AP class sign up has already taken place as a part of registration last spring 

 All students are able to take an exam regardless of registration in a formal AP class 

 Students will be asked to register for AP Exams in the fall 

 The exam fee will be announced at a meeting in September - please note that there is a fee for 

late registration (after November 13) and a cancellation/unused exam fee - these fees will also 

be announced at the September meeting 

 Central will collect fees in early November 

 Students will get personalized feedback through the relatively new digital tools that provide 

daily support for every AP classroom. Their teachers will be able to track their performance 

throughout the year using monthly personal progress checks. To get ready for the upcoming 

year, please consider signing up for a College Board account.  

 All College Board programs are connected through one account, a username and password. 

 Learn more at https://parents.collegeboard.org 

 
I look forward to another year helping the students of Central reach their enrichment goals. Feel free to 
contact me for more information at: r.dymock@tvdsb.ca 

https://parents.collegeboard.org/
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News from the Guidance Department  

 
UPDATED INFORMATION 
Please check out the Guidance and Learning Support website on the London Central website for updates 
(central.tvdsb.ca). 
 
GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR ALPHA 
Students are assigned to guidance counsellors based on student surname: 
 

Ms. Brunet A - C, H – K Mrs. Bracey Hoffman D - G, L – P Mr. Hill Q – Z 

 
 
BOOKING A GUIDANCE APPOINTMENT 
Students may book guidance appointments online or with their device. Guidance counsellors will begin taking regular 
appointments once all timetable issues have been resolved. For more information on booking a guidance 
appointment online, go to https://bit.ly/2FmLUEl  
 
COURSE CHANGE POLICY 
Valid reasons to request a course change: 

 student attended summer school and the course is no longer required 

 student did not attend summer school as planned 

 a course is required for post-secondary program or graduation 

 Grade 12 student with enough credits to request a spare 

 change of level in course required 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT HOURS 
40 hours of community involvement are required to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma. Students may begin 
community involvement hours in the summer before Grade 9. Forms will be distributed in the fall to Grade 9 students 
or are available on the Guidance website. A supervisor’s signature is required when each activity is completed. It is 
the parent responsibility to screen all volunteer placements. Students may not complete volunteer hours during the 
school day. 
 
Students should attend information sessions, listen for announcements, visit the guidance website, and consult the 
guidance bulletin board to stay as informed as possible. As listed in the student planner, from September to 
November, London Central Secondary School will host many university and college visits during the lunch hour to 
make students aware of the latest admission information. Many universities and colleges also host Fall Open Houses 
at their campuses for potential students and parents to attend.  Grade 11 students are strongly encouraged to attend 
any liaison visits to London Central and/or university and college open houses. Grade 11 is a great year to begin doing 
some research! 
 
LEARNING SUPPORT ROOM 
Mr. Dobaczewski, Ms. Humphries and Mr. Stevens are the Learning Support Teachers (LSTs) at London Central. The 
LSTs primarily work with students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) to help them get connected with the 
resources they need to successfully navigate high school. Learning Support is located just inside the Guidance office 
for students to drop by or make online appointments.  Do you know how you learn best? What is the best way to 
study? Do you use a planner? What does your notebook look like? Graduating and not sure where to get supports for 
post-secondary? These are some of the things we can help you with in Learning Support. We also provide preparation 
for the grade 9 Math EQAO and the grade 10 Literacy test. – Mr. Hill, Department Head  

 

https://bit.ly/2FmLUEl


 

School Council News and Nomination Form 
 

Parents and guardians interested in becoming a member of school council are asked to complete the nomination 
form below and return it to Ms. T. Vacante in the main office by September 25, 2020.   
 
Our School Council will meet on the following dates:   

 September 29, 2020 - Meeting and Elections  
 October 20, 2020 - Meeting 
 November 17, 2020 - Meeting  
 December 1, 2020 - Career Networking Night  

 February 16, 2021 - Meeting  
 April 20, 2021 - Meeting  
 May 11, 2021 - Meeting 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL PARENT CANDIDATE NOMINATION FORM – Due by September 25, 2020 
 

I wish to nominate for an elected position as a parent/guardian representative on the school council: 
 
Name: __________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
Home phone:  _____________________________________ 
 
Business phone: ___________________________________ 
 
E-mail: __________________________________________ 
 
 

 
I am the parent/guardian of _____________________________________ , who is currently registered at this school. 

 
OR 

 
______________________________________ is the parent/guardian of , who is currently registered at this school. 

 
 
The person I have nominated is an employee of the board:  yes   no  (please circle one) 
 
Nominator’s signature: ____________________________________________ 
 
Date: __________________________________________ 

 
Please indicate preferred role: 
 

o Chair 
o Secretary  
o Treasurer 
o Parent Representative 


